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This is so exciting to me bringing 
real world artists to the 
students is exactly what we need 
more of in the classroom. I was 
deeply touched that this type of 
learning was allowed to happen in 
our school. It was the coolest 
thing that has EVER happened in a 
school in my entire teaching 
career! - Jaclyn Purdy: Flat Rock Middle 
School 7th Grade English 

The material was presented in a 
way that energized my students 
and made real world 
connections for them between 
what the curriculum mandates are 
and what they experience every 
day. The blend of the two is one 
that most teachers find 
challenging. - Sharon Jacobs: 
Washington Montessori Principal 

 
The Poetry Project gave my 
students the opportunity to see 
how poetry works in real world 
situations. Students who don’t 
generally participate in class 
activities were more engaged and 
the workshop reinforced several 
curriculum goals and objectives. 
- Keala Rodgers: North East High School 
English Teacher

 

Reinforce:
Reading
Writing

Communication
Speaking
Listening

Team Work
Language

And Vocabulary
 

All through 
Poetry: 

The language 
of imagination 

expressed 
in verse.

“Projects can be 
designed to fit 

Elementary, Middle, 
High, College, Staff 

Development 
and more!”  



The Poetry Project 
Institute:

After teaching successful 
workshops for nearly a 
decade to Elementary, 
Middle and High School 
students, The Poetry 
Project Institute was 
created. The Institute is a 
series of Professional 
Development workshops 
designed to train teachers 
on how to effectively use 
poetry and the spoken word 
art form to engage 
students in the areas of:
 
• Literacy
• Service Learning
• Character Development
• And More
 
Over the course of the 
workshop teachers will be 
taken through classroom 
exercises, activities and 
given tools to assist in 
getting their students to 
grasp concepts and see 
poetry and literacy on a 
whole new level.

This project correlates 
literary techniques and 
core classroom 
curriculums with personal 
expression, character 
education and the building 
of self-esteem. 
 
Students will learn how this 
art form can be used for 
positive change in their 
classrooms and 
communities to address 
problems, formulate solu-
tions, battle peer pressure 
and expand the message of 
tolerance and diversity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to being an 
outlet for expression, 
creativity and a tool for 
literacy, this project 
utilizes several Century 21 
Interdisciplinary Themes 
such as: 
Thinking Creatively
Global Awareness
Working Creatively with 
others
Effective Reasoning
Problem Solving and
Collaboration 
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"The Poetry Project 
is an organization 
that prides itself 
in using poetry to 
teach, INSPIRE and 
BUILD the 
communities that 
we call home. 
Through structured 
workshops, poetry 
slams and open 
mics, we create 
safe spaces to 
share our lives and 
tell our stories"




